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Rowena Mbore

Ms. More was born in 1910 in Meridian, Okl ahons,
a small commnity near the town of Langston. [n 1923, her
famly noved to Omaha where her father got a job in the meat
packing industry. He had preceded the rest of the famly
by a short while, and she renenbers himwaiting for them
at the train station in South Omaha, which at that tine was
not yet part of the city of Omha.

The first house they lived in was at 30th and V
Streets, on L Street; "W were the only Black famly that
lived on L Street, it was right near where Johnny's Cafe is
now, and that viaduct that goes up L Street is sitting right

over where our house was." She renenbers a man named Harry

Norman, who had a restaurant and nightclub on 26th between
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L and M Her father did well enough in the packing house
to buy a new car in 1926. |n 1927, Ms. More was narried,

During the Second World War, nany Wite wonen got
jobs in the neat processing industry, but Black women were
shut out. At that time, she and her hushand and son |ived
in the Southside Terrace Apartnents at 2828 R Avenue. The
Bl ack wormen in the apartments organized a group called the
Def ense Women's Club. Its purpose was to support the war
effort by pronoting war bonds and food rationing, to organize
child care for working nothers, and to secure jobs for Black
wonen in the packing houses.

There were Black nen in the neat cutter's union, but
they were unable to persuade the conpanies to hire Afro
American wormen:  "They would go and see what the conpany
woul d say about hiring a Black woman in the Armour plant,
and the superintendent told them that there'd never be a
Bl ack woman enployed in the Arnour plant as long as he was
superintendent." Letters were witten to Washington to the
Fair Enployment Practices Conmttee. Ted Poston, an FEPC
official, canme out to Omha, and directed the packing houses
to stop discrimnating against Black wonen. So in 1942
Arnmour becane the first conpany to break these practices by
hiring Budella More and Emma Wlson. It was the conbined
pressure of the Black women, the United Packi nghouse Wrkers,
CQ and the FEPC, that broke down jimcrow in the QOmha

meat packing industry.
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Later, Ms. More was hired, and within a short tine,
she became secretary of the meat cutter's local. [In 1948,
she was secretary of the Omaha netropolitan |abor council
It was at this time that Omha packi nghouse workers went out
on strike. As she remenbers; "I went from picket line to
picket line. ..we'd sing strike songs and pass out handbills."
She also attended neetings of the city human relations office
as a representative of the packinghouse workers' wunion. She
found that some people were surprised that a neat packing
wor ker woul d have enough social awareness to attend a hunman
relations meeting. Many people, she feels had a negative
I npression of packi nghouse workers w thout realizing that
not infrequently, they possessed a good deal of education.

In 1971, she was elected chairwoman of the Dougl as
County Denocratic Central Commttee, and she is still active
in Denocratic Party politics. She is also president of the
Mal colm X Menorial Foundation. Her famly has owned the
| and which used to belong to Malcolm X' s father, Early
Little, and on which the house where Ml colm was born used to
stand. The Menorial Foundation seeks to have the birthsite
officially recognized as a historic place, and to have a
building constructed on the site. Ms. More has received
encouragenent on this project from the Mayor's office, and
from the Omha Central Labor Federation

Dorot hy Eure

Ms. Eure, a native Omhan, grew up during the 1930's



